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What keeps you going spiritually at a time such as this? We have 
had to learn to manage without our usual services together in 
church. We are not able to meet up with our friends as we once 
did. So how are you keeping your faith alive? 

The answer won’t be the same for all of us because we are all made in the image of 
God, yet all gloriously different. Some people have spoken to me of the importance of 
being able to watch “Songs of Praise” on the telly and join in with the hymns. Others 
talk to God while out for their daily walk. Some have found meeting with others on 
Zoom to study the Bible, pray together or just chat has been a way of keeping going. 
Some are spending more time reading Christian books or looking out for television and 
radio programmes with Christian content. Some are even doing courses online. Some 
are not managing to do any of that – sometimes just about getting through the day is 
all that is possible. 

As we approach Lent, it is not a bad time to do a bit of spiritual spring cleaning. It is a 
good time to think about what habits we have got into or out of over the past year. Are 
we praying more or less? Are we still talking to God about how we feel? Are we able to 
make space to listen for what God might have to say to us? Our Lent services and Bible 
study will have to be done differently this year, but it is still important to keep this as a 
time for furthering our own Christian growth. We have all had to give up so much over 
this last year that giving something up for Lent might be the last thing we want to think 
about. In some ways it feels as if we are still stuck in last Lent. It is probably not the 
year to give up something that you enjoy. But it might be the year to try to deepen your 
faith. Read a book, get some Bible-reading notes, set aside time to pray, go for a daily 
walk with God, arrange to phone a friend once a week to pray together, sign up for an 
online course – do whatever is right for you. 

This is a fallow time in many of our lives, but it can still be a time of growth in our faith. 
We might need to approach things differently, maybe be a bit more proactive than we 
sometimes are. But whatever we try to do, we can be sure that God will honour our 
making time to spend in deepening our faith. Time spent with God is never time 
wasted. It is always time that will lead to growth in our lives and, in due course, fruit as 
we allow the Spirit to be at work within us to shape our lives and help us become more 
like Christ. 

Anne-Marie Renshaw 
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Prayer Chain 
 
Prayer Chain – did you know we have an emergency prayer chain of people who have 
made a commitment to pray for others in urgent need?  Prayer requests are sent out by 
email. Please let Anne-Marie know if you would like to be added to the chain. 
  
Supporting one another – many people are finding this lockdown very difficult. If you 
would be willing to give someone a ring from time to time just for a chat, please let Anne
-Marie know and we will match you up with someone else who would be happy to chat. 

How to handle temptation 
Canon Paul Hardingham considers the temptations of Jesus. 

“I can resist everything but temptation” (Oscar Wilde). During Lent we remember Jesus’ 
experience in the wilderness (Matthew 4:1-11), when ‘He was led by the Spirit.. to be 
tempted by the devil.’ (1). Temptation is a test of obedience, whether we do things our 
way or God’s way. After 40 days of fasting Jesus was tired, hungry and vulnerable. Like 
Him, the Devil will attack us at our most vulnerable moments, especially during this 
pandemic.  

The first temptation was to turn stones into bread: Jesus’ ministry was not about 
meeting His own needs, but being nourished by God’s Word. ‘We do not live by bread 
alone but by every word that comes from the mouth of God’ (Deuteronomy 8:3). Like 
Jesus, we are called to make God our priority and trust Him completely. 

The second temptation was to put God to the test: Jumping off the Temple pinnacle 
would have been a dramatic way for Jesus to gain popularity, but this is not God’s way! 
‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ (Deuteronomy 6:16). We too need to learn 
this lesson! 

The third temptation was to worship Satan: Finally, the devil took Jesus to a mountain 
to offer Him worldly power. In contrast, His calling as Messiah was marked by suffering 
and honouring God. ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only’ (Deuteronomy 
6:13). This is often our experience in living for God. 

Jesus stands with us in our temptations. As we claim the promises of Scripture, we will 
find strength in the power of the Spirit and the victory of the Cross. 

‘If you look at the world, you'll be distressed. If you look within, you'll be depressed. But 
if you look at Christ, you'll be at rest!’ (Corrie Ten Boom). 
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Essex County Council is providing extra funding to city, districts and boroughs in the 
county to help people who need to self-isolate to stay at home. 

Because the new variant of COVID-19 is spreading so fast, it is important that everybody 
asked to self-isolate does so. 

The £3 million funding is to ensure that those that must stay at home are given the fi-
nancial means to do so. The £500 grant per resident will be a one-off payment to cover 
the 10 day period of self-isolation. 

Essex residents who test positive for Covid-19 could be entitled to a £500 Test and Trace 
Support Payment from the Government. 

However, many residents who have to self-isolate may be ineligible for the Government 
payment. It is these people this new fund aims to help. 

People may not qualify for Government support because, for instance, they are on zero 
hours contracts, self-employed and trading for less than one year or self-employed with-
out access to support because of low trading returns. 

Cllr John Spence, Cabinet Member for Health and Adult Social Care, said: “Throughout 
this pandemic we have emphasised the need to test and self-isolate. Now with the pic-
ture of rising rates we see this has never been of greater importance. 

“Essex County Council want to help people to self-isolate without fear that self-isolation 
will worsen their personal finances. That is why we have secured these funds from the 
Government.” 

The funds ECC have been able to access come from the Government’s Contain Outbreak 
Management Fund (COMF) which is aimed to support city, borough and district councils 
with their test and trace isolation payments schemes. 

The funds can be accessed by residents by making an application on the local city, dis-
trict or borough website. Follow the link to your local council at:  

https://www.essex.gov.uk/test-and-trace-support-payment. 

7 January 2021 

https://www.essex.gov.uk/test-and-trace-support-payment
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COURSE IN CHRISTIAN STUDIES (CCS) UPDATE 

Wendy and Martin Borgartz started the CCS course in September 2019.  Over the period 

of the course we are reporting what we are doing and maybe encourage others to do the 

course. 

 

How time flies – we have now done 4 terms of the course, so are two-thirds of the way 
through! The tutors are starting to encourage us all to think of what we want to do once 
we complete the course, whether we want to move forward into some form of ministry 
or pastoral care or something else entirely. Time for more thought & prayer about what 
God is calling us all to do. 

Speaking personally, I found the second half of last term, looking at Christian decision-
making, the hardest module so far. Perhaps I am more on the science side of the brain 
than the arts side (despite doing a degree in Modern Languages), I really struggled with 
going round in a circle looking at a subject & there being no actual ‘right’ or ‘wrong’ 
answer. Perhaps it’s because I spend my working days dealing with numbers as an 
accountant and making things balance and add up correctly and match through from one 
statement to another and there is a correct answer in all of that. As part of my job 
involves placing investments for the Council I work for, so it is a subject I know something 
about, I wondered about looking at the Church’s investment policies, but when I looked 
them up and read them, given what I also know from work, I really couldn’t see anything 
they could do better, given the economic situation the world finds itself in at present. So 
that threw me back on writing an essay about a current difficult topic. Fortunately the 
Monday night Bible Study group threw out some suggestions on what I could write 
about, and I went with one of those, after much thought and prayers for help. It felt like I 
wrote 1500 words of waffle, although whatever issue you look at the one over-arching 
principle has to be that whatever you decide has to be done in love. Martin chose to 
write his assignment on the part St Luke’s church played in the history of the Christian 
Church and how the church building has adapted over the years, which he has lots of 
information on and photographs. We will have to wait and see what the tutors make of 
our efforts. 

This next half term the topic is We believe, looking at what Christians declare they 
believe and at some of the objections that have been raised against Christianity. The 
materials include a range of creeds from around the world, it is interesting to see what 
various countries and cultures focus on. We may be challenged to write our own creed, 
certainly to explore what it is we all actually believe. There is also quite a focus on the 
Trinity, with a session on each aspect of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

After half term, each student chooses one of the Diocesan Lent courses to do. This year 
as with everything else nearly all are on Zoom. We were sent the details of each of the 
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11 modules back in December, not all are on Thursdays, but Martin & I decided that as 
we were using the same laptop and internet connection, it made sense for us to keep to 
Thursdays and to do the same module. We had to submit our first and second choices, 
which we have just done, so hopefully we will either be doing our first choice, the book 
of Job, or our second choice, the Upside-down Kingdom of God. If anyone is interested, 
you have until the 14th February to apply for these modules, they are open to all, details 
are on the Diocesan website at  

https://www.chelmsford.anglican.org/discipleship/lent-modules 

Wendy Borgartz 

Remembering John Keats  
Tim Lenton looks back on a well-loved poet. 

It was 200 years ago, on 23rd February 1821, that John Keats, the Romantic poet, died in 
Rome of tuberculosis, aged 25. 

Keats was a generous, likeable and hard-working man who had much experience of 
suffering in his short life. He also had a love of civil and religious liberty. Most of his best 
work was done during the year 1819, when he was already sickening after an exhausting 
walking tour of the Lakes and Scotland the previous summer. 

In that same year he had also been nursing his brother Tom through tuberculosis – the 
disease that killed their mother. But in 1819, after Tom’s death, he moved to Hampstead 
and fell in love with a neighbour, Fanny Brawne, who was 18. 

By this time Keats was devoting himself to poetry, having originally trained as a surgeon 
following his mother’s early death. He is most famous for his Odes, all of which (except 
the one to Autumn) were composed between March and June 1819. All of them ponder 
the clash between eternal ideals and the transience of the physical world. 

His most famous lines: “Beauty is truth, truth beauty, – that is all / Ye know on earth, 
and all ye need to know.” 

Mountains make you feel better 

The natural environment can make a real impact on your mood. Mountains can leave 
you feeling more optimistic, while the ocean can help boost your inspiration. 

A recent study at Goldsmiths University of London found that water is most effective at 
increasing positive emotions, such as happiness and inspiration.  Woodlands can help 
you forget your worries, and fields and meadows can enhance your energy levels. 

https://www.chelmsford.anglican.org/discipleship/lent-modules
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2021 Census 

A census has taken place in England every ten years since 1801 (with the exception of 
1941). A census gathers information about our society so that appropriate services can 
be put in place for everyone to enjoy now and in the future. 

Fans of TV programmes such as “Who Do You Think You Are” will know the value of 
historic census data to family historians and genealogists, but data from the census 
impacts our lives every day, often without us even realising it. 

Did you know that water companies use census data to anticipate peak water demand? 
Or that the NHS uses census data to plan a wide range of services such as hospitals and 
GP surgeries, mobile chiropodists and home support? Everything from schools to care 
home places are planned using census data to make sure that the needs of all age groups 
are met. 

Every aspect of our lives is impacted by the census, so it is vital that everyone 
participates to ensure the best possible understanding of the structure and needs of our 
society. 

By taking part, you can make sure that your community is represented and gets its share 
of public and other funding to ensure the provision of services now and in the future. 

The next census official census date is Sunday 21st March 2021, but Census 2021 will be 
the first time that everyone will be able to complete the census online at any time from 
the beginning of March 2021. 

You will receive a letter with your unique access code and will be able to complete the 
census online using any device. 

Help will be available if you need it by phone, email or text. You will also be able to use 
web-chat or social media, or drop into a Covid-compliant Census Support Centre. 
Guidance will be available in a range of languages and accessible formats, and the paper 
option will still be available if needed. 

The census is run by the Office for National Statistics (ONS) which operates completely 
independently of government and of any private sector interests. 

All information submitted for the census is stored securely and anonymised. No personal 
data is ever sold nor is it shared with any other government department.  

Information from the census is only released after 100 years when your descendants may 
be tracing their own family history. 

Please make sure that you support your community by participating in Census 2021. 

For more information go to https://census.gov.uk/ or on social media @Census 2021 

https://census.gov.uk/
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2020 -  A Chance to Recreate 
by Revd Geoffrey Warren 

 
It comes like aliens from outer space 

to undermine the human race 
and spreads through earth and sky 

across the whole world's face 
from east to west, and then the chase  

is on to trace, or try 
to mitigate or even to efface 

this foe invisible from every place. 
And daily people watch with focused eye. 

Will it go on increasing case by case 
or will it soon abate? 

Meanwhile they are confined, though some defy. 
Shops, cafes, car parks closed, till by and by 

whole streets and cities lie 
deserted, while on high 

a strange new silence as no planes can fly. 
Unheard of regulations to frustrate, 

Relationships disrupted, family, friends; how great 
the loss; in grief what chance to cry? 

And all that can be done is wait ... 
 

But no. By grace 
across the land a challenge to embrace. 

Health workers do not cease to care 
and people everywhere 

begin to think of other things than 'why?' 
and start to share, 

not leaving vulnerable neighbours to their fate. 
So possibly we haven't left it late 

to dare, 
some others' burdens, fears and needs to bear. 

And if at some, at present unknown, date 
we see an end, with heartfelt sigh 

maybe whatever changes come, at any rate 
we find a better situation of repair 

more kind, more fair - 
a thing it took these aliens to create - 

a healthier state. 
It is, at least, a chance we can't deny. 
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Safe Family Tips 

1. Information is power.  The best defense against online threats is a good 
offense, which in the digital space means staying informed. The more you know 
about how hackers exploit consumers, the more you can dodge shady phishing 
scams such as emails trying to sell you the COVID-19 vaccine online or a 
voucher allowing you to skip the vaccination line. 

 

2. Verify email sources.  Be sceptical of emails or text messages claiming to be 
from people you know or organizations with requests or offers that seem too 
good to be true. Before you click, go straight to the organization’s website or 
contact customer service. Verifying sources will help you steer clear of 
downloading malicious content from phishing links. Remind family members to 
keep their guards up and never to share personal information. 

 

3. Hover over links, scrutinize URLs.  If someone sends you a message with a link, 
hover over the link without clicking on it. This will allow you to see a link 
preview. If the URL looks suspicious, delete the message. A few red flags: Fake 
links generally imitate established websites but may include unnecessary words 
and domains in the address. When in doubt about a link’s validity — don’t click. 

 
Think in layers.When it comes to cybersecurity for the new year, try thinking (or 
dressing) your devices in layers. A few ways to layer up: 

• Use 2FA passwords. Regularly changing passwords and adding two-factor 
authentication (2FA) is proving to be the most effective way to thwart 
hackers. If you work from home, 2FA is a more secure way to access work 
applications. This password/username combo requires you to verify who you 
are with a personal device only you own puts an extra barrier between your 
data and a creative hacker. 

• Use a VPN. If you travel or choose to work in a coffee shop, a Virtual Private 
Network (VPN) will give your family an encrypted channel that shields your 
online activity from hackers. 

• Security software. If you’ve been cobbling your security plan together, 
consider one comprehensive security solution to help protect you from 
malware, phishing attacks, and viruses. Leading products such as McAfee 
Total protection will include safe browsing and a VPN. 

The past year, while difficult, also gave us several gifts to carry into 2021. For families, it 
connected us with our resilience and creativity. It made us wiser, braver, and more 
ready for the challenges ahead, be they online or within the ebb and flow of everyday 
life. That’s something we can all celebrate. 

https://www.mcafee.com/en-us/vpn/mcafee-safe-connect.html
https://www.mcafee.com/en-us/vpn/mcafee-safe-connect.html
https://www.mcafee.com/en-us/antivirus/mcafee-total-protection.html
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From Andy Butt 

Tiptree Youth Project Outreach  

Community Youth Worker 
 

 
Wednesday 17th February is Ash Wednesday and the 
start of Lent, that season of the year when many people 
will give up something. I don’t know if that’s a tradition 
you follow, but as I write this in early January not 
knowing how the news will change from one day to the 
next I have been wondering how young people are actually feeling right now about 
themselves and what the immediate future holds. Do they want to give up, or do they 
display more resilience?  So to find out I’ve conducted a simple and very unscientific poll 
amongst some of Tiptree’s youngsters. Thumbs up if you’re feeling good, palms flat if 
you’re really not sure and thumbs down if you’re feeling rubbish or yuk. And I have 
GOOD NEWS. Whilst it’s fair that a few feel a bit low the overriding sense is that life is 
good at the moment, next week will be good and this year will be good. As the TYPO 
Youth worker I take a lot of heart from this. Many local young people have a positive 
outlook despite all that is being thrown at them at the moment. Schools are shut for 
most, learning is back online and you can’t just hang out with your friends. But that’s 
currently not stopping their enthusiasm. My activities as youth worker have taken a hit 
once again and I’m not able to do all I want to, but we have reopened the CITY Youth 
Club as a Virtual Friday night online and it’s been well received.      

I have been mindful though of those who are falling through the net, those who don’t 
want to spend every waking moment staring at a screen or their phone, those who can’t 
engage with school because they don’t have the facilities readily available to do so, those 
whose home life has changed as household income has been affected. I’ve got no 
solutions at present, but experience has taught me that when concerns are shared, and 
others agree, things can change. If these words resonate with you then I’d love to chat – 
get hold of me in the first instance via email  Andy@typo.uk.net  

Above all celebrate with me that for many young people, despite all that is being thrown 
at us, life is good at the moment, next week will be good and this year will be 
good.            

 
Connect with TYPO on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram @TiptreeYPO  

mailto:Andy@typo.uk.net
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Monday Night Bible Study 
One of the joys of the Christian life is attending the Bible Study. I cannot imagine a 
Church that does not hold a Bible Study, preferably weekly. As we all know studying the 
Bible is paramount if we are to grow in our Christian lives and our walk with the LORD 
depends on it. 

Quiet times with the LORD are by far the best times and we need to remember that 
without these we do not only lose out, but God is hugely disappointed. Imagine how 
hurt any Father would be if his little son or daughter did not want to spend time with 
him, telling him things and asking him too. I do realise that for some dear folk Father and 
child relationships have not always been loving and satisfying and that perhaps even 
now some of our fathers are longing for us to get in touch, or vice versa. 

The Bible study with other Christians is something else and hugely satisfying and just as 
needful. What we get out of the Bible study is much more than the time we put into it. 
Just attending it means we feel a need to learn more from God’s word and doing it 
together brings us great satisfaction. Wherever we are in our walk with the LORD we can 
feel at home and as we read certain passages we feel free to discuss it if we want to, 
there is never any pressure to do so. Our own interaction becomes more loving and we 
grow as a group. 

Having said all this our Bible Study takes place on Monday evenings at 7.30 and believe it 
or not in some ways doing it on Zoom is not a problem at all. As one of our dear 
members said, he was glad he didn’t need to go home in the rain. 

So if I can I would like to invite you to come and join us. Wendy  leads us and however 
shy we might feel at first we soon begin to feel at home and comfortable. We learn a lot 
from the Bible passages that we read and as we learn just about how much God’s word 
relates to our everyday lives, we grow nearer to God and best of all to each other. 

We would love you to join us and know you will not be disappointed. Bye for now and 
God bless 

Trudie Brown 

 

If you would to join us on a Monday you would be most welcome.  See the news-sheet for 
details or contact Wendy email w.borgartz@btinternet.com or telephone 01376 573184   
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Shrove Tuesday: Who’s for 
pancakes?      
by David Winter 

 

Why do we have pancakes on Shrove Tuesday, or 
Pancake Day, as we call it today? And what is Shrove 
Tuesday? And why do thousands of people feel it rewarding to race along a street 
somewhere tossing pancakes from their frying pans as they go?  

Well, the answer to the first question is that it is the day before Lent begins and for well 
over a thousand years that has meant it was the last chance to enjoy meat, fat and other 
tasty dishes until Easter Day. The ‘Lent Fast’ was widely and strictly observed. The food in 
the larder wouldn’t keep for six weeks so it had to be eaten. With all these rich foods no 
wonder the French call it ‘Fatty Tuesday’ – Mardi Gras. 

So, what have pancake races got to do with all this solemnity? ‘Shrove’ is an old word for 
‘forgiven’ and in those days to prepare for the rigours of Lent people would want to confess 
and seek forgiveness – not quite what you want at a party. The answer is quite simply 
enjoying yourself while you can! So, on Shrove Tuesday this year let’s have some fun and 
make it last as long as possible.  

The most convincing (and amusing) of the explanations of pancake races is of outwitting 
the Sexton who rang the curfew bell that marked the start of Lent. He was reluctant to do it 
while the race was unfinished. So, the revelry caused by dropped pancakes, postponed the 
inevitable.  

Since the Reformation it has not been so rigorously observed in Britain, but still people will 
resolve to ‘give up something for Lent’. Six weeks is about right as a duration and Sunday 
has always been exempt but make the most of those pancakes. They may well not 
reappear until April 12th! 

What we want during the pandemic 
What have men and women been thinking about during the pandemic? According to 
recent data from the Office for National Statistics (ONS), men have been preoccupied 
with takeaway food and pints, while women have been keeping in touch with their 
friends. 

In a study on the social impact of coronavirus, the ONS found that women are only half 
as likely to leave home for a takeaway or drinks, and much more likely to go out in order 
to meet a friend. Women are also far more likely to form a lockdown support bubble 
and to adhere to government advice than men.  
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Celebrating 75 years of the RSV Version  
 

The Revised Standard Version of the New Testament was published 75 years ago, on 
11th February 1946. It was the first major English-language update of the Bible since the 
King James version published in 1611. 

The RSV Old Testament followed in 1952 and the Apocrypha in 1957. The translation 
was a revision of the American Standard Version of 1901 and was intended to be a 
readable and accurate modern English translation. A ceremony to commemorate the 
publication of the New Testament was held in Columbus, Ohio, with the translation 
team saying they wanted it to supplement the ASV and not supplant it. 

The RSV New Testament was mostly well received, but the Old Testament, which made 
use of Dead Sea Scrolls material, less so. One objection centred on the translation of a 
Hebrew word in Isaiah as ‘young woman’ instead of ‘virgin’, which was said to distort a 
basic Christian truth and encouraged many to go back to the King James Bible. 

Some opponents went further, calling it a “master stroke of Satan”. One Southern pastor 
burned a copy with a blowtorch in his pulpit. The controversy may have paved the way 
for the now widely used and virginal New International Version, introduced in 1978. 

Why parking your car is getting more difficult 
 

Have you noticed that it is getting harder to park your car? And that when you finally do 
get parked, you can barely get the door open enough to squeeze out? 

It is not your fault.  Modern cars have grown so big that many drivers now have as little 
as 21cm of room to spare in a parking space. 

A recent study has found that the country’s most popular cars are as much as 55 per 
cent larger than they were in the Seventies, while the standard parking space has not 
grown at all.  No surprise, then, that millions of drivers scrape their cars each year trying 
to park in cramped spaces.   

The biggest grower is the Mini Hatch, which is now 55 per cent bigger and takes up to 22 
per cent more of a parking space that the original did, back in 1959. The Honda Civic of 
today is 1.8m wide, an increase of 44 per cent. It now takes up nearly three quarters of a 
standard parking bay. 

CarGurus, who carried out the research, has urged the authorities to update the 
guidelines for parking bays. The current size of a parking bay is 2.4m by 4.8m, and has 
not changed in 50 years. 
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Something to read this Lent 
 

 

Living His Story,  

The Archbishop of Canterbury’s Lent Book for 2021, by 
Hannah Steele 

 

In Living His Story,  Hannah Steele uncovers liberating and 
practical ways of sharing the gospel story afresh. With 
warmth and encouragement, she shows us how we can 
live Jesus' story in our own lives simply by being the 
people God made us and allowing people to be drawn to 
him through our natural gifts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflections for Lent 2021 

 

Reflections for Lent is designed to enhance your 
spiritual journey through the forty days from Ash 
Wednesday to Holy Saturday (17 February - 3 April 
2021). It offers reflections on readings from the 
Common Worship Lectionary, written by some of 
today's leading spiritual and theological writers – our 
new Bishop of Chelmsford, Guli Francis-Dehqani, 
Graham James, Mark Oakley and Margaret Whipp. 
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Thy Will be Done  

by Stephen Cherry 

 

At a time of change, uncertainty and widespread anxiety, 
we need to discover again the freshness of our most 
familiar spiritual resources. Stephen Cherry's Lent Book 
Thy Will be Done does exactly this by inviting the reader 
to immerse themselves in the most central, important 
and iconic of Christian prayers - the Lord's Prayer, the Our 
Father. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Cross in the Heart of God  

by Samuel Wells 

 

The Canterbury Press Lent book for 2021 focuses on the 
significance of the story at the very centre of Christianity: 
the crucifixion. Samuel Wells writes as a theologian and 
pastor to explore the cross in the purposes of God and 
how this act brings about salvation. A study guide with 
questions and prayers makes this ideal for Lent groups as 
well as individual reading. 
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How many more waves? 
As the days are dark, and winter still stretches ahead, many of us find the prospect of 
more restrictions for months to come even harder than when we first went into 
lockdown. 

After nine months of coronavirus, we are emotionally drained. We are financially 
drained.  We are lonely, depressed, frightened, and facing deep uncertainty, from job 
losses to health problems to relationship breakdown. We are running out of steam, and 
the virus is still going strong.   

There is a strong parallel in all this with the ancient book of Job and his experience of 
loss and pain. Like Job, we are discovering that we are not always entitled to health, 
wealth, and happiness; and like Job our suffering inexplicably goes on and on. Like the 
irritating moralising of Job’s comforters, the constant critique of the media only seems 
to make things worse. And, like Job, our minds are incapable of totally grasping the 
meaning of all this suffering. We need hope. 

Job was deprived of everything, yet even in his despair he never lost his belief that God 
was there. Occasionally an indestructible hope burst forth like a ray of light in the 
darkness of his pain. “I know that my redeemer lives, and that in the end He will stand 
on the earth. And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God.’ (Job 
19:26).  

But the truly transformative moment for Job came when, instead of seeing his situation 
in front of God, he finally saw God in front of his situation. Then, even in the intensity of 
his suffering, the greatness of the Almighty eclipsed the problem. That is the revelation 
we need. 

In this sad and weary time lament is therapeutic, and we can be completely real with 
our Father in Heaven. Yet in our lament, the path to rekindling true hope lies in the 
possibility of focusing on the character and immensity of God. Greater is He that is in us 
than the pandemic that is in the world.   

Join in with the ancient words of Psalm 42: ‘Why are you downcast O my soul? Why so 
disturbed within me? Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise Him, my Saviour and my 
God.’ 
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Weddings 
All Saints, Great Braxted 

12th December  Kyle Hodson &  
    Emma Stoker 
    

 
Funerals 
St Luke, Tiptree 
17th December  Gladys Joiner 

All Saints, Inworth 

15th January  Joyce Innes 

 
 

From the registers 

 
 
At the Crematorium 
24th December  Brian Flint 

29th January  Muriel Meredith 
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Church Extension Project.   
 
Further to my previous updates on progress, I am now pleased to report that just prior 
to Christmas we were able to complete the extension work and further re-furbishment 
improvements.  Colchester Borough's Building Inspector visited us in early December 
and after thoroughly checking all aspects of the work complimented us on the finished 
project, the high standard of finish and the improvements made to enable better use for 
both the Church and the wider community. 

As with all building / improvement projects, one is often faced with the unexpected 
additional costs and ours was no exception. On the advice of the Heating Engineer and 
our Architect we were advised to replace the radiators, as these were no longer 
compliant with current Health and Safety regulations and were not functioning 
particularly well. These are expensive items but it was decided to have the work done
( and the mess all at once! ) whilst the hall was not being used. 

The New Entrance area will be a big asset once our Hirers are able to resume, as will the 
much improved kitchen facilities, additional toilets and welcome storage space for 
tables and some chairs. These changes will allow the Hall to function separately and give 
added security for the Church, the Vestry and the Office. 

Following my earlier news-sheet request for a small team of people to assist with 
keeping the new kitchen cupboards and equipment clean and tidy, we are grateful to 
Elizabeth Firman, Allison Weston, Sue More, Pauline Swindle and Sheila Gunson for 
agreeing to undertake this task on a rota basis. 

As soon as the current restrictions are lifted, we will be inviting representatives of our 
hirers to visit us and show them the improvements in the hope that they will wish to 
return on a regular basis. 

Finally and now that the project is complete, I would like to express my thanks to the 
Main Contractor for their co-operation and help and also to our own Church 
"Team's"  who  have assisted with some of the "extra's" that needed doing in addition to 
the many other tasks that have been undertaken on the premises during  last year.  

With the completion of the floor re-tiling project in the Church last Autumn and the 
above, I think we all hope that we have seen the last of "builders dust" for sometime !! 

 
Clive Eastbrook. 
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Pictures by Norman Eastbrook 
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Love and Marriage in a Pandemic 
Revd Christine and David  Eaton 

17th October 2020 
 

Having met at church just 
over 2 years ago, our 
friendship came about  after 
kind offers of lifts when  one 
party was unable to drive and 
needed help. Common 
interests developed during 
many conversations.  Cinema 
visits and ocasional meals out 
ceased, to be replaced by 
long telephone chats after 
the pandemic struck, which 
limited  activities and 
hobbies, particularly our 
church and bowling interests. 

A shared love of gardening meant when lockdown eased we could meet in each other’s 
gardens and friendship blossomed .By September 2020 marriage was proposed, 
accelerated by the looming threat of further lockdowns and the possibility of not  being 
able to meet.  A wedding was arranged at break neck speed due to the continuing 
limitations and further restrictions being imposed.  By the time we had chosen a 

wedding date and booked it,  permitted 
guest numbers were down to 15 in the 
wedding party, including us and the 
photographer.  Masks would have to be 
worn by everyone and the church 
extension was barely finished for the 
reception.  Thanks to some gratefully 
appreciated works on the electrics and 
heating, we were able to hold our 
reception there. Only close family could be  
invited and the wedding breakfast 
consisted of prepacked afternoon teas, 
provided and served by the White Butterfly 
company. 

Outfits were hastily bought,  flowers and 
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buttonholes ordered for the bridal party 
arranged through the auspices of Christine’s 
hairdresser Jo and supplied by Sarah.  Sons 
were enlisted to give the bride away and to 
be best man.  Granddaughter Emily was 
bridesmaid and grandson Tommy the ring 
bearer, Alison and her talented team of 
flower arrangers were enlisted to decorate 
the church.  Clive offered to play the organ, 
which he did magnificently, particularly as we 
could not sing the hymns.   Good friend  Bill 
took the photographs, Mike helped with the 
sound inside  the church   and Ray and Ian 
were our vergers.  Thanks  also to Christine 
Hall for her advice and assistance and to 
everyone else who contributed to our lovely 
day. 

Just about everything that could go wrong 
seemed to daunt our already diminished 
guest list as numbers werefurther reduced 
and reinstated at the last minute, The rings 
turned up just in time and we were on a knife 
edge as to whether we could get away on 
honeymoon. 
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Meet our New Bishop 

Downing Street has announced that the Rt Rev Guli Francis-Dehqani will be the next 
Bishop of Chelmsford. 

Bishop Guli is currently Bishop of Loughborough in the Diocese of Leicester, a post she 
has occupied since late 2017.  

Speaking about her appointment, Bishop Guli said 

"It is a great privilege to be appointed as the next Bishop of Chelmsford. I know there are 
many challenges ahead both in the church and wider society, not least as a result of the 
pandemic. However, I am hopeful about the future.” 

“As Christian communities, I believe our task is to be faithful; to share the 
good news of Jesus Christ and to continue serving the world; to work well 
together and in partnership with others. 

 In doing this we’ll discover the extent of God’s love” 

Bishop Guli became the first Bishop of Loughborough, in the Diocese of Leicester, in late 
2017.  

As well as assisting , the Bishop of Leicester in all geographical areas across the Diocese 
of Leicester, her specific responsibilities include overseeing and supporting the vocations 
of those called to lay and ordained ministries. 

Bishop Guli is currently Vice-President 
of the Conference of European 
Churches, Vice Chair of the Board of 
the Church Army and a contributor to 
BBC Radio 4s Thought for the Day. 

Before she became Bishop of 
Loughborough, Bishop Guli led Curate 
Training in the Diocese of 
Peterborough. 

Born in Iran, Guli’s family left the 
country in the wake of the Iranian 
Revolution in 1980, when she was 13 
years old, and to date she has been 
unable to return. 

She is married to Lee, also a priest and 

they have three children. 
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All in the month of February 
It Was: 

125 years ago, on 1st Feb 1896 that the premiere of Giacomo Puccini’s opera La boheme, 
took place in Turin, Italy. 

*** 
75 years ago, on 11th Feb 1946 that The Revised Standard Version of the New Testament 
was published. It was the first major English-language update of the Bible since the King 

James version published in 1611. 
*** 

65 years ago, on 11th Feb 1956 that two members of the Cambridge spy ring, British 
diplomats Guy Burgess and Donald Maclean, announced that they had defected to the 

Soviet Union. They had both vanished in mysterious circumstances in 1951. 
*** 

50 years ago, on 15th Feb 1971 that the UK’s currency was decimalised. 
*** 

200 years ago, on 23rd Feb 1821 that John Keats, the poet, died of tuberculosis, aged 25. 
*** 

70 years ago, on 27th Feb 1951 that the 22nd Amendment to the US Constitution was 
ratified. It limits the President to two terms in office. 

 
All in the month of March 

It Was: 
340 years ago, on March 4th 1681 that King Charles II of England granted a huge tract of 

land in the New World to William Penn to settle an outstanding debt. The area later 
became Pennsylvania. 

*** 
84 years ago, on 5th March 1936 that The British fighter plane Spitfire made its first test 
flight from Eastleigh, Southampton. Powered by a Rolls-Royce Merlin engine the aircraft 

will enter service with the Royal Air Force in the next two years. 
*** 

75 years ago, on March 5th , 1946 – that the "Iron Curtain" speech was delivered by 
Winston Churchill at Westminster College in Fulton, Missouri. Churchill used the term to 

describe the boundary in Europe between free countries of the West and nations of 
Eastern Europe under Soviet Russia's control. 

*** 
40 years ago, on March 30th , 1981 – that newly elected President Ronald Reagan was 
shot in the chest while walking toward his limousine in Washington, D.C., following a 

speech inside a hotel. The president was then rushed into surgery to remove a 22-calibre 
bullet from his left lung. "I should have ducked," Reagan joked. Three others were also 
hit including Reagan's Press Secretary, James Brady, who was shot in the forehead but 
survived. The president soon recovered from the surgery and returned to his duties. 

*** 
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We must become a ‘simpler, humbler,  

bolder Church’ - Archbishops  
 

The momentous events of 2020 will have a “profound effect” on the future of the 
Church of England and our wider society, the Archbishops of Canterbury and York have 
said. 

In a recent joint address to the General Synod, Archbishops Justin Welby and Stephen 
Cottrell said the Church of England must adapt and put its trust in God to become a 
“simpler, humbler, bolder Church." 

The archbishops’ comments came as they addressed the first online sitting of the 
General Synod following a legal change to enable it to meet remotely amid the 
coronavirus restrictions. 

They outlined how the coronavirus pandemic and its economic fallout are providing 
the backdrop to huge social changes - here and around the world.  

They also singled out how the Black Lives Matter movement and the publication of 
the IICSA report on abuse had exposed the Church’s own failings and the need to 
change. 

Archbishop Justin told Synod: “2020 will be a year that registers in memory and in 
history. It can be compared with 1929, with 1914, with 1989.  

“We are aware that this is a year in which huge changes are happening in our society 
and consequently in the Church. 

“For let us be clear, there is no possibility of changes in society failing to have a 
profound effect on the shape, calling and experience of mission in the Church.” 

Outlining the dramatic events of 2020, he added: “These crises are not signs of the 
absence of God but calls to recognise the presence of the kingdom and to act in faith 
and courage, simplifying our life focusing on Jesus Christ, looking outwards to the 
needy and renewing in our cells our call to wash feet, to serve our society and to be 
the Church for England.” 

Archbishop Stephen went on to outline the work of groups set up to discern how the 
Church of England might respond and change in light of the recent challenges. 

He told Synod: “If we put our trust in God, and if we learn to love one another, then I 
believe we can become a simpler, humbler, bolder Church, better able to live and 
share the gospel of Jesus Christ.” 
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Our page 
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Wordsearch 

naming 
Christ 
Candlemas  
Simeon 
Anna 

temple 
love 
Valentine 
romance 
Matthias 

Fairtrade  
Fortnight 
coffee 
bananas 
chocolate 

justice 
poverty 
nest box 
marriage 
wedding 

Holocaust  
leprosy  

 
February opens with Candlemas – the naming of Jesus in the temple. Simeon and Anna 

praised God to see the promised Messiah, sent by a loving God to save his people.   February 

also celebrates the love between a man and woman: Valentine cards and romance abound.  

‘Love’ as in social compassion is also remembered: Fair Trade fortnight, Holocaust Memorial 

Day, World Leprosy Day, and National Nest Box Week.... Love is truly needed by everyone! 
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Crossword 

Book the Hall in St Luke’s Church Extension 
for your meeting, group or event 

 

 

 

 

 

Wi-fi available for  
group leaders or speakers  
(discuss your needs when  
 

booking)           Bookings & Enquiries 
 

Phone Gareth Williams:  
01621 818069 

hall.stlukestiptree@btinternet.com 
 

We have some vacant slots in the diary so, why 
not give Gareth a call?   

 

Covid 19: Our hall is ready to open as soon as Gov-
ernment advice allows, all hirers are asked to com-
plete a Covid Risk Assessment & follow our Covid 

Bookings Policy when on the premises. 

St Lukes hall currently has  
space for some more  

regular bookings,  
 

• Mondays after 3.30pm 
• Tuesdays after 3pm  
• (except 2nd Tuesday) 
• Wednesdays after 3.30pm  
   (except 3rd Wed) 
• Fridays after 4pm 
• Saturdays - some free dates. 

 

to find out more contact Gareth, the 
Hall Bookings Secretary 

 

Please email your requirements to 
Gareth Williams the Hall Bookings  

Secretary for St Luke's at 
hall.stlukestiptree@btinternet.com 
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Across 
8  Interrogated (Acts 12:19) (5-8) 

9  ‘Burn it in a wood fire on the — heap’ (Leviticus 4:12) (3) 

10  Tobit, Judith, Baruch and the books of Esdras and the Maccabees are part of it (9) 

11  Science fiction (abbrev.) (3-2) 

13  Clay pit (anag.) (7) 

16  Went to (John 4:46) (7) 

19  ‘Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to — your bodies as living 
 sacrifices’ (Romans 12:1) (5) 

22  David’s plea to God concerning those referred to in 14 Down: ‘On — — let them 
 escape’ (Psalm 56:7) (2,7) 

24 Royal Automobile Club (1,1,1)  

25 How the book of Ezekiel refers to God more than  200 times (Ezekiel 2:4) (9,4) 

 

Down 
1  Seas (Proverbs 8:24) (6) 

2  One of the sons of Eli the priest, killed in battle by the Philistines (1 Samuel 4:11) (6) 

3  Specialist in the study of the Muslim religion (8) 

4 ‘Do not rebuke an older man harshly, but — him as if he were your father’  

 (1 Timothy 5:1) (6) 

5  One of Esau’s grandsons (Genesis 36:11) (4) 

6  Taking a chance (colloq.) (2,4) 

7  God’s instructions to the Israelites concerning grain offerings: ‘ — salt to — your 
 offerings’ (Leviticus 2:13) (3,3) 

12  Confederation of British Industry (1,1,1) 

14  ‘All day long they twist my words; they are always — to harm me’ (Psalm 56:5) (8) 

15 The crowd’s reaction to Jesus bringing back to life a widow’s son in Nain  

 (Luke 7:16) (3) 

16  Disappear (Psalm 104:35) (6) 

17  How Jeremiah was likely to die if he wasn’t rescued from the cistern where he was 
 imprisoned (Jeremiah 38:9) (6) 

18  What the prophets do to a wall, with whitewash (Ezekiel 13:10, RSV) (4,2) 

20 Made by a plough (Job 39:10) (6) 

21  Noah was relieved when the flood waters continued to — (Genesis 8:5) (6) 

23  Jesus gave the Twelve the power and authority to do this to diseases (Luke 9:1) (4) 
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On why our church does not need 
health or safety...  

 
 

The Rectory 
St James the Least of All 

 
My dear Nephew Darren 
 

I appreciated your recent concern when you heard one of our parishioners had slipped 
on a gravestone. Your desire to help was entirely commendable, and I do know that 
sending your own church’s health and safety officer to give us some advice was kindly 
meant. But the 200-page report was not welcome. If we implemented even half of your 
officer’s suggestions, life would become unbearably safe. 

St James the Least of All has survived perfectly well for the last 600 years without gutter 
cleaning inspections, path degreasing and electrical safety certificates, so I think we may 
survive a little longer without them. As far as I am aware, the only disaster to hit us was 
when Cromwell’s soldiers stabled their horses in the nave – which I suspect a few of our 
oldest members still clearly remember. 

The shock the sidesmen sometimes get when switching on the lights occurs only 
occasionally, is relatively mild and soon over – and if it happens when preparing for the 
8am Service, helps to wake them up. The weight of the Duke of Clumber’s marble 
sarcophagus is slowly detaching the south aisle from the rest of the church, but it is very 
slow – and the pews in that area are used only once a year when his relations visit from 
America to commemorate his death at Agincourt – which is probably just beyond 
remembrance of the oldest of our congregation. 

Leaks from the ceiling in the north aisle are solved with a row of buckets – and even you 
must concede that the fungi on the oak beams look really rather attractive when the sun 
catches them. The sapling growing out of the spire is certainly an issue – although it looks 
so attractive in Spring when in blossom. As for our fire extinguishers, they were serviced 
when my predecessor-but-two was in office, and I have the certificate to prove it. 

So, do thank your health and safety officer for all his work and tell him we will bear his 
recommendations in mind. Also tell him I was so sorry he slipped and broke his leg in our 
choir stalls while he was with us. But that bit of floor has been out of alignment since 
1748, and it seems a shame to disturb it now. If only he had arrived encased in bubble 
wrap, it would never have happened. Perhaps you could put that on the agenda of your 
next health and safety meeting. 

 

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace 
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TIPTREE BEER & WINE MAKERS GUILD  

(Otherwise known as the TIPTREE TIPPLERS) 
 

New to the village or simply wish to do something different? We started 
in 1970 as a wine and beer making guild and although members still 
brew their own and compete in our annual competitions, we are now 

more of a social club meeting monthly. 
 

You do not have to make your own wine or beer or be knowledgeable 
about wine or beer making  -  the only requirement is to have fun and 

meet great people.   
 

We have an event or theme each month sometimes with a guest 
speaker.  There are always nibbles & cheese provided & sometimes 

additional food at a small cost. 
 

 
We normally meet on the 3rd Wednesday of the month at St 

Luke’s Church Hall, 7.30pm for 8.00pm, when the lockdown is 
over and normal events recommence 

 
 
You are most welcome to come and try out a night for free. Just turn up 
and make yourself known to Ben or Ian and bring a drink for yourself. 

There are no admission fees now & our yearly membership is just £30. 
 

See the church notice board for our events in 2021. 
 

 
Come along and ask for Ben or Ian who will 
introduce you to some of our members 
 
For more information contact Ian Stevens on  
ianstevens8@gmail.com or 01621-819069 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ianstevens8@gmail.com
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Smile 
Sign in an old church porch to reassure any visitors: 

In this church many are cold, but few are frozen. 
*** 

Sign on the tomb of an atheist:    
Here lies an atheist.  All dressed up and sadly no place to go. 

*** 
Fall down 

One way to find out if you're old is to fall in front of a group of people. If they laugh, 
you're young. If they panic and start running toward you, you're old. 

*** 
Portrait 

A primary teacher was observing her classroom of children while they were drawing. As 
she got to one little girl who was working diligently, she asked what the drawing was.  

The girl replied, "I'm drawing God."  
The teacher blinked: "But no one knows what God looks like."  

Without missing a beat, or looking up from her drawing, the girl replied,  
"They will in a minute."  

*** 
Collection 

The church newsletter announced details of the church creche: ‘Children are normally 
collected during the Offertory Hymn.’ 

*** 
Pray with grannie 

A small boy went to church with his grandmother and joined her when she quietly 
slipped off the pew to kneel and pray. He even copied her example of burying her face in 

her hands. But after a few seconds his curiosity got the better of him. “Who are we 
hiding from, grannie?” 

*** 

Driven 
You never really learn to swear until you learn to drive.  

You never learn to pray until your kids learn to drive. 
*** 

Choir 
Two choir members recently got married.  They met by chants. 

*** 
Advert seen in a church magazine: 

Car engine for sale by curate slightly cracked. 
*** 

Bishop 
An exam for R.E. asked the following question: ‘What does a Bishop do?’ 

Came one answer: ‘Move diagonally across the board.’ 
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Miscellaneous observations on modern life 
• As any member of a church committee will tell you, after all is said and done, 

there’s a lot more said than done. 

• I used to eat a lot of natural foods until I learned that most people die of natural 
causes. 

• Give a man a fish and he will eat for a day. Teach him how to fish, and he will sit in a 
boat and drink lager all day. 

• If I wanted to hear the pitter-patter of little feet, I'd put shoes on my cat. 

• If you tell the truth, you don't have to remember anything. 

• Good judgment comes from bad experience, and a lot of that comes from bad judg-
ment. 

• A closed mouth gathers no foot. 

• ‘Most cars on our roads have only one occupant, usually the driver.’ (BBC reporter)  

• I really don't mind getting older, but my body is taking it badly. 

• I thought getting old would take longer. 

• Cleaning is just putting stuff in less obvious places. 
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 0 

Place an advert in our church magazine - Open Door 

and promote your group, event or business 

   

    Open Door is the bi-monthly parish magazine 

for the churches of St Luke’s Tiptree, 

All Saints’ Great Braxted, 

All Saints’ Inworth 

and 

All Saints’ Messing 
 

We have very good rates! 
 

Charity and church events – special rates, please contact the Team Administrator 

Quarter page £5.00 per edition ; Half page £10.00 per edition  

Full page £20.00 per edition, special reduced rates for a year (6 issues) 
  

Bookings & Enquiries to: 

Christine Hall, Team Administrator 

email thurstableteamadmin@btinternet.com or call 01621 819557 
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National Nestbox Week 
time to help your garden birds 
 

Our birds are short of nesting holes, and no wonder: gardens, parks and woodland are 
much neater than they used to be, and modern homes offer few crannies for nest 
building.   

National Nestbox Week, which is celebrated from 14th February each year, aims to 
encourage us to put up more nestboxes, and to consider planting shrubs or trees with 
fruit that birds eat.  These can make all the difference to birds struggling to survive, 
especially blue tits, great tits, house sparrows, robins and starlings.  

The British Trust for Ornithologiy (BTO) offers a variety of ideas for building and placing 
nestboxes.  Go to: https://www.nestboxweek.com 

Leave them be 
The National Trust has urged the public to stay away from certain areas during breeding 
season this Spring. It hopes to mimic the effects of lockdown last year, which helped more 
vulnerable species. 

The call follows the discovery last year that lockdown did our peregrine falcons, grey par-
tridges and other species a real favour.   

The tern colony at Blakeney Point in Norfolk had a bumper season, with more than 200 
little tern chicks fledged, the most in 25 years. The Peak District saw more curlew, and the 
Llyn Peninsula saw more stoats, weasels and rabbits emerging from the woodlands of Plas 
yn Rhiw. Meanwhile, the ruins of Corfe Castle in Dorset became home to peregrine falcons, 
and a cuckoo arrived in Osterley, west London. Even Dartford warblers were on the move, 
some to as far as Shropshire.   

The birds and bees 
Here is some good news: all new major roads will have wildflower-friendly verges that 
could boost our numbers of birds and bees. 

Highway England has said that vibrant road verges will be created as standard on new 
roads over 300 miles in England, using low nutrient soils which will be seeded with wild-
flowers or left to grow naturally. 

A staggering 97 per cent of our meadows have been destroyed since the Thirties, due to 
modern agriculture. This means that the 238,000 hectares of road verges across the UK 
could become a vital habitat for pollinators.  

The Government has pledged to build 4,000 miles of new road by 2025. 

https://www.nestboxweek.com
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Solutions: 
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The opinions expressed in Open Door are not necessarily those of the Ministry Team, Team Council 
or Parochial Church Councils of the Thurstable and Winstree Team Ministry.  Open Door is not 

responsible for errors or omissions, accuracy of the content, nor the failure of any published event to 
go ahead.  


